[Problems in the therapeutic management of oropharyngeal carcinomas: the partial mandibulectomy (author's transl)].
In the treatment of advanced oropharyngeal carcinomas a partial mandibulectomy should be performed even if the bone itself is not seized with the tumor. This measure is not only efficient in view of radical surgery, but it also guarantees (1) defect closure without problems, (2) very safe follow-up examination and (3) the avoidance of osteoradionecrosis within the scope of postoperative irradiation. The disadvantage of this procedure, i.e. the disturbing of mastication can largely be repaired by a special defect prosthesis.